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Lesson-1 

Who Ate The Sun? 

1.) Gist of the lesson: 

A Myth is a story that explains the origins of a cultural practice or natural 

phenomenon. For Example, almost all cultures across the world have a creation 

myth, concerning the origins of the world, or how the world came to exist. Read about 

some myths from different cultures. 

2.)Answer These Questions: 

Q.1) Why do you think people in old times invented different forms of stories such 

as myths, legends, folk tales and fables? 

Ans.1)People in old times invented different forms of stories such as myths, legends, 

folk tales and fables to explain or reason out the inexplicable phenomenon that they 

witnessed. They do not have explanations for the cataclysmic events that took place 

in human history. 

Q.2) What are the earliest myths? 

Ans.2)The earliest myths we know of are those that describe the creation of the 

universe, of men, animals and spirits ,and tell us of the origins of the gods. Myths are 

perhaps necessary because reality is too difficult for the human brain to grasp. 

Q.3) What is the myth about the Solar Eclipse in our country? 

Ans.1)In our country ,it is believed that Rahu who disguised himself as god ,wanted 

to taste the amrit churned out from the ocean. His head was sliced off by Lord 

Vishnu. Hence, his head became immortal and his body died. The myth is that Rahu, 

the demon eats up the sun which then passes out of his throat. 

Q.4) Why were the two Chinese astronomers punished ? 

Ans.4)According to the Chinese mythology ,it was an invisible dragon who chased 

up the sun. So they had drummers and archers to chase away the dragon. One of 

the Chinese emperor did not have drummers and archers ready because the 

Chinese astronomers Hsi and Ho had not predicted the eclipse. The emperor got 

furious and punished the astronomers. 
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3.) Word – Meanings: 
 

Sr. 

No. 

Word Meaning 

1 Inexplicable Phenomena Extraordinary occurrences or circumstances
 that cannot 

be understood or explained. 

2 Cataclysmic events Sudden and violent events in nature or
 society, causing 

great changes. 

3 Legends Stories narrating heroic 

deeds of people that may or may not be true. 

4 Folk tales Stories that are passed on from generation to 

generation to another in the 

spoken form. 

5 Fables Short stories, with animals or characters, that 
teach moral 

lessons. 

6 Awe – inspiring events Events that generate feelings of reverence, 
admiration or 

fear. 

7 Amrit The nectar that grants 

immortality. 

8 Old feuds Long standing quarrels. 
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LESSON 2 

The Thousand – Petalled Lotus 

1.) Gist of the lesson : 

King Vikram was a legendary king of ancient India. In stories he is often regarded / 

portrayed as the ideal king and it known for his generosity, courage and justice. He 

also greatly respected and supported persons of learning. He appears in hundreds of 

traditional Indian legends, including those in Baital Pachisi (Vikram and Betal) and 

Singhasan Battisi. Some scholars say that king vikram was not a real person because 

many stories about him are fantastic in nature. 

2.) Answer the following questions – 

Characters of the lesson 

i) King Vikram ii) The Prince 

Q 1) Explain the following charecters of the lesson – 

i) King Vikram :- King Vikram was a legendary king of ancient India, He is 

often portrayed as the ideal king known for his generosity, courage and 

justice. courage and justice. Vikram respected intelligent and wise persons. 

He had a strong determination as he decided to stay back into the river. He 

was courageous as he jumped into the river to pluck the lotus. 

ii) The prince :- The prince name was Ajit Deh. He was the son of Jaswant Deh 

who was the king of Patan. The prince had a strong affinity/ inclination for 

spirituality. He was not charmed/ interested by the luxuries of the palace. 

The prince decided to go on a pilgrimage and visit the sacred shrines at an 

early age. He was jealous and indecisive, as he could not gather the courage 

to jump into the water and when the king told him about the beautiful lady 

and the palace, he became jealous. 

Q2) Describe the beauty of the lotus. 

Answer 2)- The lotus appeared on the surface of the lake once in 8 days. The flower 

(Lotus) had thousand petals with all the colours of Indra’s bow. It’s fragrance was 

sweeter than that of jasmine. According to king vikram the lotus had an unearthly 

beauty. The prince was deeply enchanted by the lotus. 
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Q3)- What happened to the lotus whenever the prince tried to pluck it ? 

Ans 3)- The prince was haunted by the beauty of lotus. The prince sat down there to 

see many moons come and go. Whenever he tried to pluck the lotus, which appeared 

on the 8
th 

day on the surface of the water, it immediately sanked back into its watery 

home. 

 

Q4)- What did the king do when he saw the lotus and what happened latter ? 

Ans 4)- The king promised the prince that he will pluck one lotus for him. When the 

king saw the lotus, he jumped into the water. There in the under water the king saw 

up towering palace and the beautiful garden. There he saw thousands of beautiful 

lotuses. As king vikram tried to pluck on lotus guards rushed out from the palace but 

king fought with them bravely. They a beautiful lady came who was influenced by 

his bravery and kindness she told king Vikram that he can take as many lotuses as he 

want. 

Q5)- How did the prince react after getting the lotuses ? 

Ans 5 - After getting the lotuses, the prince was overwhelmed. He was very happy to 

see the blossoms. But, when the king told him about the underwater palace and the 

beautiful lady, he became envious. He said that it was because of him, the king was 

able to see the beautiful palace and meet the lady. 

Q6)- What is the moral of the lesson ? 

Ans 6-) The moral of the lesson is that if one has ‘Determination, Courage and 

Selflessness’ Nothing is impossible for him. 


